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Our Mission is 
to enrich our 
community 
through wildlife 
conservation & 
education.
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Hi Friends,
When looking back on all that the zoo has accomplished in 2024, I could not be more 
thrilled about my first full year serving as CEO. I am beyond proud of the efforts we 
have made in conservation, education, and community engagement, and it is thanks to 
all our staff and stakeholders that these efforts were possible!

Now to brag  a bit...notable in our 2024 accomplishments is the 50th anniversary of 
our beloved rainforest, which has housed many of this year’s 220 programs, educating 
both children and adults on the beauty and necessary protection of wildlife. Our 
Storm Drain Art Initiative raised public awareness about storm water pollution and 
waste disposal to  conserve our community’s Kansas River. We can’t forget one of the 
highlights of this year: Sean Kenney’s Animal Super Powers Made with LEGO Bricks, 
which invited our community to experience a combination of art and nature in a 
unique way.

At the heart of all these feats are wildlife lovers like you. Your local Topeka Zoo and 
myself are incredibly grateful to you for sharing in your passion to help save the planet 
one step at a time. A heartfelt thank you for an amazing 2024 and a thank you in 
advance for the many great years to come!

Sincerely, 
Dr. Christina Castellano, PhD, MBA
CEO



2024
By the Numbers
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Total Attendance Financials

Social Engagement

Vision & DEAI Statement
Vision Statement: We believe what we do changes the world. 
Every choice we make helps save the planet.

DEAI Statement: We are committed to ensuring everyone feels 
welcome and valued by striving to create an environment that is 
as diverse as the wild spaces we are trying to protect.

Instagram: 25.8K Followers
Facebook: 59K Followers
TikTok: 47.1 K Followers

Special Events & Promotions: 
$961,093.42

Memberships: $489,519.95

Conservation: $44,898.68

Admission Revenue:
$815,510.99

Zoo Experiences & Rentals: 
$190,093.42

Concessions: $166,455.09

Retail Revenue: $301,770.76

Zoo Education: $142,777.34

263,350



Earth Day
April 22nd, 2024

Party for the Planet celebrates conservation and 
environmental stewardship with hands-on learning 
and family-friendly activities. Guests explore interactive 
exhibits, participate in crafts and games, and engage 
with Zoo educators to learn about wildlife and 
sustainability. Student-led projects from the Zoo’s 
EcoClub are showcased, highlighting youth-driven 
conservation efforts. This annual event inspires curiosity, 
connects the community to nature, and reinforces the 
Zoo’s mission to protect wildlife and the environment.

Roar & Pour
April 26th, 2024

This year’s Roar and Pour Wine Fest presented by 
Kaw Valley Bank and Kendall Construction invited 
guests to sip, savor, and explore the Zoo after hours 
while enjoying live music and local flavors. The event’s 
standout feature—a collaborative art auction pairing 
the creativity of nine local artists with our animal 
ambassadors—gave attendees a truly one-of-a-kind 
experience. Coupled with a robust silent auction 
showcasing items from area businesses, the evening 
raised critical support for the Zoo’s conservation work 
and educational programming.

Events at the Zoo

Brew at the Zoo
September 14th, 2024 

Brew at the Zoo, presented by Kaw Valley Bank and 
Kendall Construction, remained one of our most 
popular fundraisers. Guests sampled local and 
domestic beers while enjoying live music, games, food 
trucks, and up-close animal encounters. This lively 
event brought the community together and raised 
vital support for the Topeka Zoo’s conservation and 
education efforts.

Zoo Lights
November 22nd-December 28th, 2024

The 5th annual Zoo Lights Presented by Evergy 
continued to shine as one of Topeka’s most cherished 
holiday traditions. From mid-November through late 
December, thousands of guests experienced dazzling 
light displays, festive entertainment, and visits from 
Santa Claus. With options ranging from private family 
igloos to corporate gatherings and group celebrations, 
Zoo Lights provided a joyful and memorable backdrop 
for the community to come together during the 
holiday season.

Boo at the Zoo
October 19th & 26th , 2024

Boo at the Zoo, the highest-attended family event 
of the year, delighted guests over two full weekends 
with a safe and spooktacular Halloween experience. 
Families explored the Zoo’s decorated pathways, 
enjoyed trick-or-treating, engaged with costumed 
staff and volunteers, and participated in seasonal 
games and activities. This beloved event offered a fun, 
interactive way for the community to connect while 
supporting the Zoo.
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The Circle of Life
Celebrating the animals we’ve welcomed,
remembering those we’ve lost.

Arrived/Born/Hatched
Lippy the Giant Indian Fruit Bat
Blue Death Feigning Beetles
2 Patas monkeys
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Passed
Ho Ho the Sun Bear
Cocoa the Nigerian Dwarf Goat

Individual Animals
67 Mammals
84 Birds
21 Reptiles
5 Amphibians
17 species of invertebrates
1 Group of koi fish

In Memoriam of
Ho Ho the Sun Bear

Our beloved sun bear, Ho Ho, passed away on November 25 at 35 years old. Born at 
Woodland Park Zoo in 1989, Ho Ho lived at several zoos before calling Topeka home 

in 2017. He was beloved locally and online for his remarkable longevity and endearing 
features—a droopy tongue and missing teeth that gave him unforgettable expressions. 
Though he never roamed the wild, his species faces growing threats in Southeast Asia, 
where sun bears are listed as Vulnerable. Ho Ho’s legacy lives on, inspiring support for 

conservation and ethical wildlife experiences.

Rest in peace, Ho Ho. You were one of a kind.



Strategic Plan 
Initiatives

01
02
03
04
05

Slow the threat
of extinction

Reduce the effects 
of plastic on the 
environment

Ensure food availability 
for the future

Create respect and 
empathy for water 
conservation

Innovation: Be a pipeline 
to solutions

Single-use plastics pose a significant threat to 
wildlife, ecosystems, and waterways. Through 
a new partnership in 2024, the Topeka Rotary 
Club helped sponsor an educational video on 
reducing disposable plastics. This collaboration 
engages the community, raises awareness, and 
offers practical tips for minimizing plastics at 
home, in gardens, and throughout daily life, 
supporting a healthier environment for wildlife 
and future generations.
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Learning and 
Engagement
In 2024, the Topeka Zoo’s Education Department 
engaged over 13,000 learners through 500 
programs, both on Zoo grounds and throughout the 
community. From interactive on-site experiences 
to off-site school programs, participants explore 
topics in conservation, sustainability, and wildlife, 
connecting local and global ecosystems. The 
student-led EcoClub offers middle and high school 
students hands-on opportunities to plan activities 
and create conservation projects, which are 
showcased at the annual Party for the Planet. These 
programs inspire curiosity, foster environmental 
stewardship, and create lasting connections between 
the community and the natural world.



Our Generous
Donors
Thank you to our incredible donors for your unwavering support and 
generosity over the past year and all those prior. Your contributions play a 
vital role in helping the Topeka Zoo provide exceptional care for our animals, 
support important conservation initiatives, and create meaningful educational 
experiences for our community. Because of you, we continue to grow as a place 
where wonder, learning, and wildlife come together. 

The zoo and our animals continue to thrive thanks to YOU. Your contributions 
directly sustain animal care, enrichment programs, and conservation efforts. 
We are deeply grateful for your partnership and commitment to our mission.

2 Chefs Catering
A1 Lock and Key LLC
Advisors Excel
Alltech Communications, Inc.
Alpha Media
Belin Foundation
Blackbird Espresso Bar and Bistro
Blind Tiger Brewery and Restaurant
Blue Collar Press
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Kansas
Bob's Janitorial
Border States
Calhoun's Jewelers
Capitol Federal
CAS Constructors LLC
Century Business Technologies
Chavez Restoration Inc.
Chipotle Mexican Grill
Clayton Wealth Partners
Conroy Contractors
Cooperative Producers, Inc.
CoreFirst Bank and Trust
Cortez Transportation Company
Cox Communications
Cumulus Radio Station Group Topeka
Dance Factory
Dillons
DL Smith Electric
Edward Jones
Engroff Catering
Envista Credit Union
Ernest Spencer Metals, Inc.
Evergy
Evergy Green Team
Farm Bureau - April Kelsey Agency
Farview Farms
FHLBank of Topeka
Finely linked
Futamura

Community and Foundation Donors

Gardner Roofing, Inc.
Giant Communications
Great Plains Media
H5 Foundation
Happy Basset Brewing Co.
Hayden Catholic High School
HF Mixing Group
Hills Pet Nutrition
Intrust Bank
ITC Great Plains
J.F. McGivern Inc
Jason's Deli
Kansas Gas Service
Kansas Public Radio
Kaw Valley Bank
KBS Constructors Foundation
Kendall Construction
Key Staffing
KSNT News
KTWU Public Television
Lamar Advertising of Topeka
Lasting Legacy Online LLC
Long Trucking
Love's Travel Stops & Country Stores
Lower Plumbing Heating and Air
Mainline Printing, Inc.
McDonald's
Midwest Health Management
Mohan Construction
Moore, Southwest Publishing Division
Morris Family Foundation
P.E.O. Chapter GJ
Partners in Pediatrics
PKMR Engineers
Polo Custom Products
ppB Enviro-Solutions
Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation
Premier Farm and Home
Premier One

Professional Engineering Consultants
Qdoba
R&S Maintenance Services, Inc.
Resers Cares
Residence Inn
Rueschhoff Security
Schendel Lawn and Green Pest Solutions
Schendel Pest Services
Schmidtlein Excavating, Inc.
Schwartz Family Foundation
Scott Human Resources
SDG Architecture + Design
Security Benefit
ShopRaise
Silver Lake Bank
Smokin G's Catering
Sowards Glass Inc
Spin Pizza
SpringHill Suites Topeka
SSC CPAs+ Advisors
State Farm Insurance -Brandon Aldridge
State of Nebraska
Strathman Sales Co
Terracon Consultants, Inc.
The Market at Macvicar
Thrivent Financial
Topeka & Shawnee County Public Library
Topeka Community Foundation
Topeka Electric Motor Repair
Topeka Frontier Self Storage
Topeka Landscape
Topeka Pediatrics PA
Torgeson Electric
Vaughn Pediatric Dentistry
Walmart
Waste Management of Kansas, Inc.
WIBW
Woolly Farms Foundation
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Individual Donors
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Martin and Shari Albrecht
Tom and Karli Alderson
Ken and Pam Alexander
Ronald and Crystal Bahre
Mark and Gayle Bayless
Courtney Brackey
Rhonda Braun
Steve and Derie Briman
Bruce and Connie Burns
Kim Busey
H. Richard Bush
Samuel Carkhuff
Barbara Carr
Jennifer Carttar
Carol Casale
Eugene Childers
John and Carol Christensen
Alan and Holly Cobb
Jim and Michel Cole
Pat and Erin Colley
Braxton Copley
Alice Corkum
Ellen Corkum
Judith Corkum
Dina Cox
Perry and Dolores Crabtree
Sondra Dahl
Edward and Sharon Davids
Robert and Renea Dennison
Sarah Diehl
Jeff and Tammy Dishman
Ken and Maggie Doll
Ethel A. Edwards
Martha Elkin
Linda Elrod
Tom and Cynthia Enstrom
Debbie Escobar
Michelle Ewert
Joseph and Claudia Feeney Jr.
Whip and Lanell Finneran
Ryan Fletcher and Christina Castellano
Lisa Foust
Diana Frownfelter
Vince and Dana Frye
Scott and Lisa Geraghty
Arthur Glassman
Tim and Andria Graham
Russell and Jane Greene
Linda Grindol

Penny Guy
Joanne Harrison
Russell Harvey and Patricia McGivern
Megan	  Heinbach
Mark and Lisa Heitz
Dan and Julie Hejtmanek
Tina Hindman
Linda Holmquist
Margaret Hooper
Cynthia Irigonegaray
Jessica Jacob
Larry James Estate
Gary and Kari Jepson
Tyler Johnson and Michelle Butler
Robert and Susan Jordan
Ted and Terri Jowett
Michael Kaloyanides
Chris Keeshan
Jane Kinsey
Jonathan and Kristina Klima
J. Christian and Christine Kramer
Rick Kready
Christine Kuriger
Ruth Lavender
Corey and Jennifer Leclair
Lon and Nancy Lewis
Alexander Lovich
Penny Lumpkin
Larry and Ann Mah
Linda Marshall
Cynthia McCarvel
Debra Mckee
Scott and Janessa McKinley
Deb Miller
Thomas and Glenda Miller
Richard and Carol  Moreland
Bette Morris
Fawn Moser
Dr. Joseph and Suzanne Mumford
Kent and Patricia Munzer
Doug and Cappi Nelson
Dr. Kent and Marsha Palmberg
David Parker
Fred and Kim Patton
Todd Payne and Kelly Magerkurth
Dennis and Patricia Petterson
Don and Jeanne Plowman
Joel and Christine Poole
Mary Powell

Lisa Propps
Debi Rainbolt
Kay Reece
Kathryn Reich
Nick Reilly
Malcolm and Karen Robinson
John and Marcia Rohrer
Sarah Rohrer
Ford and Catherine Ross
Jeff and Karen Russell
Laura Schafer
Greg and Pam Schmidt
George Schuler
Larry Shankles Estate
J.B. Sharp
Lyle and Lisa Shenk
Debby Shiney
Stanley Smith
Martha Spacek
Judith Starkey Living Trust
Pete and Anne Stauffer
Jennifer Steinbock
Mark Stephenson
Kerry Storey
Janet Straub
Jordan and Jodi Swanson
Drew Switzer
Jeremy Thomas
Andy and Glenda Tompkins
Hannah Turner
Danielle Twemlow 
Tyler Allen 
Roger and Joanie Underwood
John Valley
Scott and Andrea Van Genderen
Randy and Nancy Walker
Marlou	Wegener
Jannett Wiens
Beth Williams
Jason and Melissa Wills
Brian and Anne Wilson
Stanley and Claudia Wilson
Mark Winters
Gary and Widge Yager
Tyson and Emily Yager
Mark and Theresa Young



www.topekazoo.org 
(785)368-9180

635 SW Gage Blvd. Topeka, KS 66606


